Grant County

Sixth Grade Band Handbook

Dear Students and Parents,

With the start of a new school year come new teachers, classes, expectations, and procedures. It
is our hope that you will not only enjoy your experience in band, but you will be challenged as
well. In addition to learning about music and how to play your instrument, you will become
more self-sufficient, responsible citizens. In striving for all students’ success, it is necessary that
the environment be conducive to learning. Therefore, it is important to understand the
procedures and expectations of the classroom.

Ways You Can Help Enrich Your Child’s Music Education
(Which will actually help them in a bunch of other areas, too!)

Time Management
Help your child plan out a homework schedule that includes practicing their instrument every day.

Responsibility

Reinforce the importance of bringing all materials to band and being on time to rehearsals and
performances. Suggest ways that your child can be responsible for his/her won things without needing a
reminder every time.

Attitude and Determination
Learning an instrument can be very frustrating. Use positive encouragement to help your child
overcome roadblocks along the way.

Pride and Determination

Don’t just ask your child what they learned in band that day...ask them to SHOW YOU! Mini recitals
and performances for loved ones can really boost a young musician’s self-esteem about performing. Not
only is it great practice, but it shows that you are really interested in what your child is learning. Plus,
you’ll get an opportunity to hear your child improve over time. (Don’t worry, they will sound better...I
promise!)

Other Tips:
= Help your child practice the right way. Practice doesn’t make perfect. Practice makes
permanent. Only perfect practice makes perfect.
= Sign your child up for private lessons. One-on-one work with a professional musician will raise
your child to the next level of musicianship.
= Come to concerts! It means a lot to them when you attend their performances!
= Take your child to other music related events/concerts.



Expectations

A\

Enter the band room in a quiet, courteous, and orderly manner. Students are to treat fellow students and staff

members with respect.

Attitude is everything. Attitudes are contagious....let’s start an epidemic!

Students are to be on time to class and are to be ready to play five minutes after the tardy bell rings.

All schoolbooks, backpacks, instrument cases, and equipment not needed for the rehearsal should be placed in

the instrument room or on the back ledge of the classroom.

Quickly get your instrument and music and take your seat.

Instruments are stored in CLOSED, LATCHED cases on designated shelves, no music left on stands, no trash on

the floor.

» Each student is issued a music folder that is required for each class. You are to take it home for home practice
each day. It easily fits inside a backpack.

» Have a sharpened pencil at all rehearsals. Keep it in your music folder.

» Promptly begin on the day’s bell-ringer from the board.
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Daily Procedures and
Instrument Repairs

. Students will check the board for the agenda of the day.

. No book bags or instrument cases can be left on the floor at any time.

. On a daily basis, all students must have a pencil, 1 inch binder, instrument and method book/music.

. The rehearsal begins when the conductor steps on the podium.

. Students will not play other student’s instruments. This includes percussion and school owned instruments. No
horseplay in the band room AT ANY TIME!

o NO GUM, CANDY, FOOD OR DRINKS IN THE BAND ROOM! Take pride in our rehearsal area. lItis a
great facility.

. If your instrument is in the shop, please bring a note from home. Bring your mouthpiece and music, for there is
always the possibility that we might provide a temporary instrument.

. If your instrument needs to go into the shop to be fixed, all students must fill out the small yellow form on

the bulletin board and put it inside their case. The instrument will not be picked up and taken to the shop
if the yellow form is not completed and if the case does not have a name tag on the outside of their case.

. The case must then be put in the space right in front of the director’s desk. Tell Mrs. Owens that you have
put your instrument in the pick-up pile. Take your music, mouthpiece an d reeds out of the case before
sending it to the shop.

. Buddy Roger’s Music will call you BEFORE repairing your instrument with an estimate of how much it will
cost to repair it. If you rent an instrument, the call will not be made and the instrument will be repaired for free.
If you own your own instrument or are using a school-owned instrument, they will have to talk to you by phone,
FIRST before repairing your instrument. Once they receive a payment by phone, they will then repair the
instrument and send it back to school.

Guidelines

1. Observe all school-wide responsibilities
a. Be ontime for class. (Be in the instrument room when the tardy bell rings, and in  your seat,
ready to rehearse, five minutes after the tardy bell.
b. Follow the dress code.
c. Demonstrate respect, responsibility and academic pride throughout the building.
2. Follow directions the first time they are given.
3. Enter and exit the band area quietly while keeping your belongings to yourself.
4. Play and handle only your assigned instrument.
5. Dispose of your chewing gum, beverages, and food before entering the band room.



Grades

Points are earned for the following things:
Rehearsals...
1. Attendance
2. Having all materials. (instrument, music/book, pencil, etc.)
3. Being on time
4. Being prepared for class (you have practiced and can play assigned material)
5. Actively participating in class
Performances...
1. Attendance
2. Having all materials (instrument, music/book, pencil, etc.)
3. Being on time
4. Wearing proper concert attire
5. Exhibiting appropriate concert behavior while on stage and off
Homework/Class work...
1. Playing Tests/Challenges
2. At-Home Practice
3. Participation

Playing Tests

On occasion, you will be asked to play in sections or individually certain areas in your music, music book,
or warm-up. | WILL tell you ahead of time what you will play for me. This type of assessment is to
simply give you credit for your practicing. EASY points!! You will be graded on the following:
e Tone Quality: How good do | sound? Am I playing with my best sound?
¢ Rhythm: Am | playing the right note values? Am I playing in time?
¢ Right Notes: Did I learn the right fingerings? Am | playing the right key signature and the notes
written on the page?

Attendance

It is crucial for you to be in class!
Learning takes place EVERY minute of EVERY rehearsal. Daily participation points accumulate
and are part of quarter grades.
Come to all performances!
Concerts are a very important part of band and perfect attendance is REQUIRED. Performance
dates are listed within this handbook. Mark your calendars!
All absences, (excused or unexcused) must be approved at least 3 weeks in advance.
ANY UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM A PERFORMANCE WILL RESULT IN LOSS OF MUSIC AWARDS FOR THE
YEAR AND THE NINE WEEKS GRADE BEING LOWERED BY ONE LETTER.




Pursuant to board policies, no student can be picked up from an away event unless it is by their parent/guardian. Band
Students will not be released to other relatives and friends. To participate in away events students must be transported to
the event by school transportation

Concert

Attire

This year the sixth grade band will wear the same concert uniform.

o Students will wear all black attire. The following examples are options to choose from:

Ladies:
O
O
O

O
@)
@)

Solid black shirt, blouse, or sweater

Solid black pants, dressy black caprees

long skirts (must be below the knee WHILE SITTING) or SOLID BLACK dresses that extend BELOW
THE KNEE WHILE SITTING

Solid black dress shoes (no gym shoes)

You may wear sandals, but no flip flops

Solid black socks or leggings

Gentlemen:

@)
@)
o
O
@)

O

Solid black dress shirts, solid black sweaters

If you choose to wear a tie, it MUST BE solid black

Solid black dress pants with only a few pockets (no cargo pants)
Solid black dress shoes (no gym shoes)

Solid black socks

Black belts are suggested

e Students are not permitted to wear a hat, excessive jewelry (bracelets), or colored hairpieces of any kind.

This year, we chose this concert attire because all three grades will be performing at KMEA Concert Festival
Assessment and will need to look more professional.

Mandatory Performance Events

The following dates are MANDATORY for all 6", 7", and 8" grade band students.

Date Event Location Report Time Grade Level
Sunday, November Middle School Grant County 6" grade: 6"
22" @ 3:00 p.m. Fall Concert High School 1:30 p.m. 7"
(combined with high | Auditorium 7" grade: g™
school bands) 1:45 p.m.
8" grade:
2:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 9" @ Middle School Grant County 6™ grade: 6"
3: 00 p.m. Spring Concert High School 1:30 p.m. 7"
(combined withthe | Gymnasium 7" grade: gt
high school bands) 1:45 p.m.
8" grade:
2:00 p.m.




Saturday, April 28" KINGS ISLAND TBA All 6™, 7" and 8"

TRIP graders going to Kings
Island

Not Mandatory-
optional

Basic Needs and
Items to Purchase

BRASS PLAYERS:

Essential Elements 2000 Book ($7.00)

One inch binder for your music and handouts (purchase on your own)

Pencil (purchase on your own)

Care Kit ($12.00)

If you are using a school-owned instrument and not renting, you’ll need to purchase a mouthpiece
($50.00)

Name Tag- provided by Mrs. Owens

WOODWIND PLAYERS:

Essential Elements 2000 Book ($7.00)
One inch binder for your music and handouts (purchase on your own)
Pencil (purchase on your own)
Care Kit ($12.00)
Box of Reeds - Reeds may be purchased at local music stores as well as at our school. Recommended reeds
include: Vandoren V-12 strength 2 % - 3 (price varies depending on which instrument you play)
» Box of Reeds:
= (Clarinet: $28.25
= Alto Sax: $35.15
= Tenor Sax: $25.50
= Bass Clarinet: $25.50
Name Tag- provided by Mrs. Owens

PERCUSSION:

Essential Elements Book 2000 ($15.00)

Pencil

Once inch binder for your music and handouts
Stick Bag- with mallets and drum sticks

Drum Kit

Private Lessons



Private Lessons

Private lessons are invaluable for individual musical improvement. Every student, no matter what their current ability level, can
benefit from private lessons by a qualified professional who specializes in their particular instrument. Those students whose abilities
are challenged by school music get the extra individual attention that they need. Advanced students continue to be challenged through
private lessons. All students gain from increased motivation as well as the individual attention. What better way to build your child’s
confidence and give them that “extra edge?” Students in the band are strongly encouraged to enroll in a private lesson program.

The following is the list of our private lesson instructors and their contact information. If you have more questions about lessons, you can
contact me or you can call and talk with the instructor. We currently are looking for a flute and a percussion instructor for the upcoming school
year. The private lesson teachers teach over the summer. The price for each lesson will vary depending on the instructor.

Emily McCafferty
Flute
Phone: 859.653.0569

Wallis Williams
Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Oboe
walliswilliams@gmail.com
Phone: 703.581.4758

Jeffery Bayerle

Saxophone
Jeffrey.bayerle@fayette.kyschools.us

Bryan Crisp
Trumpet
Bcrisp02@hotmail.com
Phone: 859.322.4811

Duane Gutzwiller
Low Brass (trombone, baritone and tuba)
Phone: 513.509.1009

Blake Yarbrough

French horn
Hornman4@gmail.com
847.266.8143

Mark McCafferty
Percussion
859.547.9371
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Making Payments and Purchases

e All checks written for supplies and books are to made out to GRANT COUNTY BAND BOOSTERS.

e All checks written for private lesson teachers are made out to the name of the private lesson teacher.

e |f you are sending in a payment for your new instrument or a repair, please make those checks out to Buddy
Roger’s Music.

e All fundraiser checks need to be made out to GRANT COUNTY BAND BOOSTERS.

Director’s Contact Information:

It is best to contact me by telephone or email. Please use my cell phone, even during the school day. |
do not answer my school phone during class and | am rarely ever at my desk. If you leave a message
on my cell phone, I will call you back ASAP.

Meetings:

If you would like to come by the school to talk with me, please contact me by telephone or email to
request a time to meet with me. | cannot meet with parents during class.

Mrs. JoAnn Owens
Director of Bands,
Grant County Middle School
305 School Road
Dry Ridge, KY 41035
Office: 859.824.7161 Ex. 324
Fax: 859.824.7163
Cell: 859.462.0467
joann.owens@grant.kyschools.us
www.grantcountyband.org
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GCMS Band Frequently Asked Questions

1. When does band meet and what are the after-school commitments?

Band is a class that meets during the school day. Students will report to class every day during a particular period and will
receive a grade in band just like any other class. After-school commitments include concerts (3-4 a year) and an occasional
after-school rehearsal (usually just a few right before a concert).

2. My child is involved in (football, basketball, track, STLP, KUNA, cheerleading, volleyball, baseball, etc., etc.), can
he/she still participate in band?

Absolutely! Band rarely conflicts with any other school activity or event. If a conflict does occur it is worked out between the
band directors and the coaches.

3. How much does it cost to be in band?

Students and their parents who register for band for 2008-2009 and who do not already have a quality instrument (if unsure of
quality, contact Mr. Dale or Mrs. Owens at GCMS) will take part in a rental meeting at the beginning of next school year.
Quality musical instruments can be rented (rent-to-own) from a company that comes to our school every week. Rental prices
vary from $25 - $60 per month depending on the instrument a student chooses. Usually around $3 of this goes toward an
insurance program that will fix or replace a damaged instrument while the rest of the monthly fee goes directly toward the
cost of the instrument. Some other occasional fees (method books, reeds for clarinets and saxophones, grease and oil for brass
instruments, etc.) do occur).

4 . I don’ t-tososvm dn instoument, where can | get a good quality instrument?

Although there are advantages to renting an instrument (insurance that covers occasional repair, instrument switches if a

childés first choice is not best suited to them, etc.), instrur
recommend Buddy Rogerds Music Company in Cincinnati, OH. Th
withthem forr epai r . This saves parents from driving instruments

instruments that have been selected for quality by Mr. Dale and Mrs. Owens. Choosing instruments from other sources may not
always lead to the purchase of a quality instrument that will last and be relatively trouble-free.

5. My child wants to be in band, b u-tdothéymavetobe irsmarchingdbdnd?ut t he
No. Marching Band is an extracurricular component of the band program. It is open to all high school members and select 7"
and8"grade students who have obtained their directords recommi
directors encourage interested students to try.

6. Is the Grant County Band Program any good?

A subjective question, but one we receive pretty often. We &
works. The middle school and high school concert bands in Grant County have consistently scored Distinguished ratings (the
highest possible) for at least the past 15 years. In the past 3 years, the Grant County Band program has had more Solo and
Ensemble events (a festival in the spring for solos or small groups of musicians) than any other school district in Northern

Kentucky. The Grant County Marching Band has been a two-time state champion and seven-time state finalist. In the past two
years alone, the band has been 5" and 6™ in the state and has, in the past 5 years, doubled in size. Students from the Grant
County Band program participate yearly in 10 college and university honor band clinics where they play among the best in the
state. You be the judge dparents and students have a lot of choices when it comes to what activities to be a part of in Grant
County School s. Dondt you want to be part of possibly the n



RETURN THE FOLLOWING FORM TO MRS. OWENS
Please detach this form from your handbook. Hold onto your handbook for future reference.

Student Name Grade: 6 7 8

I would like to help with concerts and other outside-of-school events.
I am available during the school day and would like to help out with in-class activities as they arise.
Please write the best time to contact you and the phone number in which you can be reached during that time.

Name

Time

In an effort to ensure all band policies and procedures are effectively communicated to parents and students, | need every band student and their
family to receive one copy of the 2009-2010 Grant County Sixth Grade Band Parent and Student Handbook. We have explained to students the
important policies and practices. The entire handbook is important to read and keep for future reference.

If you have any questions about your child's participation, progress or grade in this class, please call or email me. It is best to call me on my
cell phone, even during the school day 859.462.0467

I have received the 2009-2010 Sixth Grade Band Handbook. | have read and understand the contents of this handbook.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Student Signature Date

If you would like to have all handouts, announcements and information sent to me through email as | give them to your children, please PRINT
(USING VERY LARGE LETTERS) your email address. Please inform me through the year, if your email changes.

YOUR EMAIL:






